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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chelliah etal (5,710,887). 

3. In response to claim 1 , Chelliah discloses an E-Commerce system, comprising: a 
plurality of vendor commerce systems (col. 8, lines 18-34); a plurality of back-end 
processing systems for processing transaction requests generated by the plurality of 
vendor commerce systems (col. 28, lines 20-34); and a transaction processor coupled 
between the plurality of vendor commerce systems and the plurality of back-end 
processing systems (FIG 1), wherein the transaction processor includes a global 
shopping basket for storing transaction information generated by the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems (col. 14, lines 63-67 and col. 15, lines 1-5), and a back-end 
processor interface for processing and routing the stored transaction requests to the 
plurality of back-end processing systems (FIG 8). 

4. In response to claim 2, Chelliah teaches an E-Commerce portal coupled to the 
plurality of vendor commerce systems (FIG 1, Item 22). 
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5. In response to claim 3, Chelliah teaches wherein the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems include: a local catalog of products and a local shopping basket. 
Chelliah teaches a catalog and shopping cart (col. 26, lines 35-53) and the ability to 
create combinations to internalize or externalize the process based on the customers 
needs (col. 28, lines 20-34). Therefore, the catalog and shopping basket "cart" can be 
located at the vendors commerce system if desired. 

6. In response to claim 4, Chelliah teaches wherein the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems further include: a local customer directory and local workflow rules. 
Chelliah teaches a directory and workflow rules (col. 26, lines 35-53 and FIGs 8a and 
8b) and the ability to create combinations to internalize or externalize the process based 
on the customers needs (col. 28, lines 20-34). Therefore, the directory and local 
workflow rules can be located at the vendors commerce system if desired. 

7. In response to claim 5, Chelliah teaches a transaction interface implemented at 
the plurality of vendor commerce systems and at the transaction processor (FIG 2), 
wherein the transaction interface generates a transaction packet having a predefined 
format each time a customer using the E-Commerce system purchases a product at 
one of the vendor commerce systems, the transaction packet being transmitted from the 
vendor commerce system where the purchase is made by the customer to the 
transaction processor, where it is stored in the global basket (See response to claim 3, 
FIG 8, col. 25, lines 17-67, col. 26, lines 1-67 and col. 27, lines 1-21) . 

8. In response to claim 6, Chelliah teaches wherein the format of the transaction 
packet includes: an order header including: customer authentication information; 
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merchant authentication information; a time stamp; and one or more order entry items 
(col. 25, lines 17-67, col. 26, lines 1-67 and col. 27, lines 1-21). 

9. In response to claim 7, Chelliah teaches wherein the vendor commerce systems 
are coupled to the transaction processor via the Internet (col. 6, lines 13-25). 

10. In response to claim 8, Chelliah teaches wherein the back-end processing 
systems include a plurality of payment verification systems (coi. 3, lines 66, 67 and col. 
4, lines 1-15). 

11. In response to claim 9, Chelliah teaches wherein the back-end processing 
systems include: a plurality of payment verification systems; an accounting/billing 
system; and one or more order fulfillment systems. 

12. In response to claim 10, Chelliah teaches a payment proxy system coupled 
between the transaction processor and the plurality of payment verification systems 
(See response to claim 9 and FIG 2). 

13. In response to claim 1 1 , Chelliah teaches a merchant database and a transaction 
capture database coupled to the payment proxy system, wherein the merchant 
database stores merchant-specific payment verification rules, and the transaction 
capture database stores information regarding the transactions verified via the payment 
proxy system (FIG 2, col. 15, lines 43-67, col. 16, lines 1-67, and col. 17, lines 1-67). 

14. In response to claim 12, Chelliah teaches a customer database coupled to the 
transaction processor (abstract), wherein the customer database stores 
customer-specific transaction processing rules that instruct the transaction processor 
how to process a transaction for a particular customer; and a merchant database 
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coupled to the transaction processor, wherein the merchant database stores 
merchant-specific transaction processing rules that instruct the transaction processor 
how to process a transaction for a particular merchant (col. 1 , lines 28-47). 

15. In response to claim 13, Chelliah teaches wherein one of the customer database 
or merchant database include runtime scripting information for determining, in real-time, 
how to process a particular transaction generated by a particular customer or merchant 
(col. 15, lines 43 and col. 16, lines 1-67). 

16. In response to claim 14, Chelliah teaches wherein the payment proxy system 
includes: a payment proxy interface for communicating information to and from the 
transaction processor; runtime payment logic for determining, in real-time, how to 
process a particular transaction request transmitted to the payment proxy from the 
transaction processor; and a plurality of payment connection modules coupled to the 
runtime payment logic for interfacing the transaction request to one of a plurality of 
payment verification systems (FIGs 8, 8a, 8b, col. 15, lines 43, col. 16, lines 1-67, col. 
17,lines 1-45). 

17. In response to claim 15, Chelliah discloses a method of conducting 
E-Commerce, comprising the steps of: (A) connecting to an E-Commerce portal (Item 
26); (B) linking from the E-Commerce portal to a vendor commerce system associated 
with the E-Commerce portal (Item 22); (C) browsing a local catalog of products stored 
at the vendor commerce system and selecting a particular product for purchase (See 
response to claim 3); (D) transmitting a transaction packet from the vendor commerce 
system to a common transaction processing system via the Internet, and storing the 
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transaction packet in a global shopping basket (see response to claim 5); (E) returning 
to step (A) and repeating steps (B), (C) and (D) until no additional products are to be 
purchased (col. 15, lines 6-23); (F) segmenting the transaction packet information 
stored in the global shopping basket and aggregating individual product order items by 
vendor (col. 27, lines 51-59); (G) processing the individual product order items for each 
vendor at the transaction processing system by communicating transaction information 
between the transaction processing system and a plurality of back-end processing 
systems (see response to claim 14). 

18. In response to claim 16, Chelliah teaches wherein the processing step (G), 
further comprises the steps of. 

(G)(1) querying a vendor database to obtain vendor-specific processing rules used by 
the transaction processing system to process the transaction order items for a particular 
vendor (col. 15, lines 6-23); and 

(G)(2) querying a customer database to obtain customer-specific processing rules used 
by the transaction processing system to process the transaction order items for a 
particular customer (col. 4, lines 49-59). 

19. In response to claim 17, Chelliah discloses a payment proxy system for use with 
an online transaction processor, comprising: a payment proxy interface for 
communicating information to and from the transaction processor; runtime payment 
logic for determining, in real-time, how to process a particular transaction request 
transmitted to the payment proxy from the transaction processor; and a plurality of 
payment connection modules coupled to the runtime payment logic for interfacing the 
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transaction request to one of a plurality of payment verification systems (FIGs 8, 8a, 8b, 
col. 15, lines 43, col. 16, lines 1-67, col. 17, lines 1-45). 
20. In response to claim 18, Chelliah discloses an E-Commerce framework, 
comprising: a plurality of vendor commerce systems linked to a common E-Commerce 
portal (FIG 1), wherein each vendor commerce system includes a local product catalog 
and a local shopping basket (See response to claim 3); a transaction processor linked 
to the E-Commerce portal via a computer network (FIG 2), the transaction processor 
having a global shopping basket and an interface for communicating transaction 
information between the local shopping baskets of the vendor commerce systems and 
the global shopping basket of the transaction processor (See response to claims 3 and 
16); a plurality of payment verification systems for authenticating transaction requests 
generated by the transaction processor when a customer of the framework engages a 
global checkout function (FIGs 8, 8a, 8b, col. 15, lines 43, col. 16, lines 1-67, col. 
17,lines 1-45); and a payment proxy system coupled between the transaction processor 
and the plurality of payment verification systems for transmitting transaction requests 
generated by the transaction processor to the appropriate payment verification system 
(See response to claim 10). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A Fadok whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4252. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00 - 4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (703) 308-1344. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 
for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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